0
\ 7/

dncinnall Skex/c

< \/ W  Newsletter of The Association for Rational Thought

Vol. 10 No. 4

February/March 2001

Thepover of accurat eabservatian/ s frequert/ y cal | edcyry cf smby t hose who

aoar't haert.

—Qor ge Ber nar d Shaw

FRalve ME
tE I'MABIT
SKEPTICAL

SKEFTCISM
CRUSES HEART
IiStAsE.

>t .
;“’.1/( (‘,’
ener & len

TSN D
CREATORSSYNDICATE ©)2000 TONY COCHRAN
WWW.Cr eator s.com
“By permission of Tony Cochran and Creators Syndicate, Inc.”

December Meeting
Newar k “Hol y S ones: " Uhhol y Fraud, Hol y Pur pose

Brad Lepper, Qurator of Archeol ogy at the Chio
Hstorical Society, provi dedt he Decener neeti ngwtha
livelyintroductiontotheNevark, @i o, “holystones.” Hs
tal kprovidedacontext for theseodditi es, transfornmngthem
fromal ocd atiquariancuriosityintoatop cwihinplicati ons
forthepditicd, indlectud, adrdig osh staryd @i oad
indeed, of al theUS

Asanmdd e schoal er i nspi redby Ei chvon Cani ken' s
Gwr/ ot s of the G@as?B ad dr eaned of bel nganar cheol ogi st
andvant edt o expl ai nvon Cani ken' stheori es. Bventual |y he
foundthat thereal storywasfar noreinterestingthanvon
Cani ken' s unsupport ed specul at i on.

Thesug ect of Bad sdoctord di ssertati onvas ast udy
of theveryearliest peod etod scover Anarica Ater graduate
school , hewas hired as aHpewel | cul ture speci a i st and
wor ked at Newar k, hone t o sone of t he nost ext ensi ve and

(Cont. Pg 6)
1

January Meeting
Not Your Mot her' s O nosaur s

At the January neeting Davi d Meyer,
pal eont ol ogi st at t he Depart nent of Geol ogy, Lhi versity
of @ncinnati, nadeanal |l out effort tobringART.
nenfer s upt odat e ondi nosaur research. Hsspeciatyis
not di nosaurs, but crina ds, bathlivi ngandsufficiently
deadtohavefossilized. Sudyi nglivi ngerina dsreauires
ext ensi ve SOUBAdI ving i nthe bl ue wat ers of the
CxribbeanandthevesternPxcific, afatelavi dgracefu |y
endures.

D nosaur s capt ure popul ar attenti onnoret han
anyather aninal livingor extinct. Reopl edf a | ages have
beenfasci nat edw t ht hese | ong dead beast s ever si nce
their fossil swerefirst di scovered. Cavi dbel i evest hat
di nosaursremind us of huge, fierce, nythi cal nonsters
l'i kedragons. D nosaurs area sonyst eri ous becauset hey
dwel | edeons i nthe past and are nowexti nct. For nany
peopl e, di nosaurs areani conof evol uti onaryfail ure,
servi ng as a net aphor for fail ed speci es. Anot her
attractionisthat our reconstructi onsof di nosaurs canbe
basedonl ypartia | yonfact andnust befilledout wth
specul ati onandi nagi nat i on.

Thi s conbi nati on of i ntenseinterest and
msi nf or nat i onnakes di nosaursattracti vetoteachers,
t 0o, becauseit provi des opportunitiesto punct ure nany

(Cont. Pg 9)
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Comments Corner......

Except for thehair.......

Joseph Rodes Buchanan never w ot e a book on
phrend ogy, a | east nat abookwththet title Inasensed| of his
books wer e about phrenol ogy or avari ationof that “science.” A
g ancethroughhi s Jaurra of Mnshovsthat theidentification
and neasur enent of nental facul ties, andcharacter trai tswhich
constitutes Prend ogyisat thecoredf a | of Buchanan' s newsci ences.

i enceitsel f was anewundertaki ng. |t canbearguedt her e vas probabl y
nouni quel y Aner i cansci ence bei ngdone by 1830. G assesi nchemistry, geadl ogy,
physi cswere of f eredint he nore progressi ve cal | eges whose corecurri cul avas
centeredonl aw thed ogy, andtheliberd arts. Psychd ogy hadnat yet escapedits
theol ogi cal origi ns and phrenol ogy sl i ppedintothi s gapas asecul ar way of
di scussingthe“sel f.” Theil | usi ve concepts of soul, personality, tal ent and
charact er wereconvertedi ntoanenpi ri cal sci encebythed scoverythat “thebrain
istheargand dl of arinstincts, proparsities, sertinents, gatitudes, intd |l ectud
capecities, andnoral qualities. Further, eachof thesehasaporti onaf thebrain
appropriatedtoit, andthe devel opnent of these‘littlebrains,” or organsis
nani festedont he crani um or skul |, asaprot uberanceor ‘ bunp. ' ”

Franz Joseph Gal | (1758-1828) was i nf | uenced by physi ognony, whi ch
proposedthat i nternal character coul dbereadfront heexpressi onsont hef ace.
@Gl | vasatrai ned physi ci anwhodi dori gi na work onthe physi o ogy of thebrai n.
In1801 hi s “organol ogy” was decl aredil | egal i nAustriaas " subversi ve of
religonandnoral s,” and @l | noved ont osuccess i nFanceandot her parts of
Europe. Gal |’ s prot égée, Johann Gaspar Spur zhei m(1776- 1832) novedto
BEngl and, coi nedtheternphrend ogy, or “study of thenind.” Hetranslated@l 1’ s
vorkintobngli sh.

In1821 (harl es Gal dwel | att ended Sour zhei ms | ecturesinPari s and
returned aconvert tophrenol ogy. | n1824 he publ i shed hi s Airernol agyin
Lexi ngt on. Thebookwas abighit and Gl dwel | hit thelecturecircuit asthe
AnericanSourzheim Gl | hadi denti fi ed 35o0rgans, Sour zhei mdr opped af ewof
thenorenegati veorgans (e. g nurder) andaddedafewfor atota of 37. Gl dwel |
st uck w t hthese 37 whi ch renai ned t he ort hodox count, until Joseph Rodes
Buchanan, i n 1842, announcedt he nunier of organswas limtedonly by the
sensitivityof thephrend ogi st. H sbust shonedanadd ti ond 91 organs| ocat edby
stimil ati ngthebunpswththefl owof “nervaura’ fromhisfinger tips. The
subj ect cooperat ed by acti ngout thefacul tybei ngstinul ated. Greneedonl y
i magi nethewonderful “nmrth” bunp abovethe center of theeyelidor the
“vagrancy” areaoneachsi de of theneck bel owtherear of thejaw

Sour zhei mnade atour of the Lhited S atesin1832whi ch pronoted hi s
sci ence. Hepushed hi nsel f sohardthat hedi edthat Qct ober. Gal dwel | reacted
caut i ousl y t o Buchanan’ s di scoveri es andwar nedt hat hi s cl ai ns denanded
extraordi nary evi dence. Thedi scoveryt hat t he phrenol ogi cal or gans coul dbe
stimil at edby sonefl ui dfromthefinger ti pswas nadeinat | east fivepl acesin
1842. Thi s newdi scovery becang known as “ phrenonagneti sm” Inthi swaythe
t wo pseudo- sci ences fromMi enna, Mesner’ s “Ani nal Magneti sni and
@l 1" s“Qganol ogy” uni tedfor ashort burst of popul arity. Buchanan spent
nont hs denonst rat i ng hi s newsci encewhi chhecal | ed“Neurol ogy.” i entific
conmitteesincitiesacrossthecountryvi enedandval i dat edthi s newnmiracl e.”
Next i ssuew | | provi deasanpl e of aphrenonagnet i ¢ seance.

—Joe Gast ri ght
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< \/ N Business < \/ » Subj ect : UNI VERSI TY DI PLOVAS, LI KE
NOW

Menber shi p Durat i on

The ART Execut i ve Gounci | appr oved a proposal to
haveal | nentoershipsstart inlateSunmer, inorder to
coor di nat e nentoer shi pw thour activityyear, froml
August to31Ju yof thenext year. Tniswll all omusto
nai | reneval requestsonl yonceayear intheR|. This
i swhy sone of you have beengettingrenewal letters
from\urit. |f youhaveany questi ons, pl ease cont act
Nurit Bownanat (513) 731- 0642.

Bxecuti ve ®mmtt ee

Ther e have been anunoer of changesi nthe Executi ve
Gmmttee. ByanSallershasagreedtobeRublicity
Qord natar. S ncethebeg mingof thisactivityyear,
Lance Mbody has been our M ce Presi dent and Nuri t
Bowran has been Menber shi p Secretary. Bob and
D ane Sreifthauare Medi a@ordi nators. Terry
Endr es has beenour I nvestigativeGficer. |If you
woul dliketohel pany of thesepeopl e, feel freeto
cont act t hemby phone, e-nai | or duringregul ar
St urday neet i ngs.

AT SEA
Transcript of aradi oconversationof albnaval shipwth
Ganadi ancount er part s of f t he coast of Newf oundl and.

Gn: Heasedi vert your course15degreestothesouthto

avodacdlision

Reconmend you di vert your course 15degreestothe

northtoavo dacd lision.

Negative. Youw || havetodivert your course 15

degreestothesouthtoava dacd lisi on.

Thisisthecaptai nof alBNavy ship. | say agai n,

di vert your cour se.

Gyn: Nb. | sayagai n, youdi vert your course.

An Thisistheaircraft carrier USSL ncal n, t he second
largest shipinthelhitedSateAlanticHeet. WBare
acconpani edby threedestroyers, threecrui sersand
nuner ous support vessel s. | denandt hat you change
your coursel15degreesnorth, | sayagain, that’ sone
fivedegreesnorth, or counter-neasuresw || be
undertakentoensurethesaf ety of thi sship.

G Thisisalignthouse. Your call.

—Sour ce: 7he Aunne/ (Sunmer 2000) p. 19

Am

an:

Am

Cat e Sat, 06 Jan 2001 05: 15: 54 - 0800
From rkhyx@\WU. RU
To: GEOCGRAPHG@SEGATE. SUNET. SE

UNI VERSI TY DI PLOVAS

(ot ai naprosperous f ut ure, noney ear ni ng
pover, andtheadmrationof all .

D pl onas f ronprest i gi ous non-accredi ted
uni ver si ti es based onyour present know edge
and| i feexperi ence.

Norequi redtests, cl asses, books, orinter-
Vi eVe.

Bachel ors, nasters, MBA anddoct orat e
(FD di pl onas avai | abl ei nthefi el dof your
chace

Nb onei s t ur ned down.
@fidetidityassured
CALL NOM o recei ve your di pl onaw thin

days!!'! 1-713-866-6227 Gl | 24 hours aday, 7
days aweek, i ncl udi ng Sundays and hal i days.

(nh Por nogr aphy

Afewnont hs ago, duringthe
Republ i canParty nominati onrace, | got a
cal |l fromajournali st aski hgabout John
McCai n. The decor at ed pi | ot had
apparent|yj ust expresseda arnthat there
vereconputersinpubliclibrariesthat
ki ds coul duset oaccess por nography. The
journal i st hadcal | ednebecause, astheeditor of Mg |
voul dapparent | ytrytodef endfreedononthel nternet from
coservativepditiciansseskingtorestrictit. Instead, | said
that i f JohnMGii ndi dn' t knowhowt of i nd por nogr aphy i n
alibrarywthout conputersthenl’ dbehappytogi vehi ma
tour. @l et anythirteenyear-ad dki ddoso.
—Jack Mur ni ghan (25 Sept enbber 2000)
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Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

W MW Qest for the Yet/.
Qrifronti mgthe H nal ayas’ [eepest st ery
by Rai nhal d Messner, (trans: Reter Gonstanti ne)

(NewYork: &. Mrtin sPress, 2000)

Vst erners cal | hi mt he Aborm nabl e Stovnan
of theH nal ayaMunt ai ns. Mssner saysthisisrea ly
amstransl ati onof theTi betanvord, gy andi s not
theNepal ese yer/ e ther. Inbathcasesthequest refersto
alargenan-likeaninal , aprinntivehunanor perhaps
anape, wWhi chi s sai dt o have been spi ed by nuner ous
expedi tionsand ot her visitorsfrom heVeést. Local
QU desandstaryte lersenoyregd i ngthei nnocent wth
talesof thisbeing TheYeti i s perhapsthebest knomn,
unknown ani nal . Q hers aret he &asquat chof the
Paci fi c Northwest, t he Loch Ness nonst er or di nosaur
of Scotl and, or Mke/l e- Memnbeanot her put ati ve
di nosaur, thought tohangout i nt he renot e swanps of
t he (forner French) Gongo. Ther e ar e nany nor e
nyst eri ous beasts. Therei sevenanentire*sci ence’ of
thi s bi ol ogy, wi chneet s under t he nane of crypt o-
zodl ogy.

Wy areskepti cssob atantl yunwl lingtocred t
sigtingsdf | arge, uncata oguedbessts. |f thesean nal s
areord nary, undi scover edspeci es of fl eshand bl ood,
it requires alarge popul ationfor continued
reproduction. Asanmni numsonefiftytoahundred
i ndi vi dual shavetoroanthel andtoassuresurvival into
thepresent. Alargeani nal a soneedsal argeterritary
tosupport thenass of itsbody. And, | argeani nal s
leavel argesigsd the r presence, i ndl ud ngfoatprints,
feedi ngpl aces, dead bodi es and bones. G vent he pace
at whi chtheearthi s ransacked by pr ospect or s and
tourists, alargeani nal coul drenai nhiddenonlyina
very renat eregi on.

ItistoMssner’ scredit that hereal i zesthese
requi renent s. Thr oughout t he book he sear ches ei t her
for areal aninal, or triestopintheYeti downas a
nythical creature. Alitera translati onof theGernan
titleis Yet/ - LegedandRal/ ty, andthat i swhat
Messner report s on.

Rei nhol d Messner i s anount ai neer, sone have
cal ledhimthegreatest |ivingnountai neer, wo has
travel edwdelyinTibet, Nepal , Kashmr, andwest ern
China. Heiswllingandabletolivewththel ocal
peopl e, eat their food, and speak t hei r | anguage.
A thoughnot fluent, Messner knows enough Ti betant o
under standthed fficul tyof transl ati onandneani ngof
words. Hereferstoasi zeabl e nunber of descriptive
words i nthevari ous | anguages and di al ect s of t he
regi on. Thesesoneti nestransl ateas“w!dnan” and
sone as “snowbear,” but never as abom nabl e
snowrman.

Messner opens t he book wi th hi s ownfirst
oinpseaof thebeast whil ehi kinga oneat nightfall in
easternTibet. Inadeepforest hesawhat het hought
was al argeani nal wal ki ngupright. Thi swas 1989i n
t he upper Mekongriver val leyineasternTi bet. Local
natives, onbe ngto dof hi ssighting, hadnodoubt he
spiedarea aninal , wi chtheycal | ed c/iermonot yeti .
Qhandof f, over thenext decade, Msssner triedtofind
andseethisaninal . Heal sopursuedthestories,
experiences, andtal es of | ocal peopl e fromthe
Mbunt ai ns of Kashnir t ot he Chang Tang Desert, from
Chengdu i nwest ern Chi nat ot he Kunl un Munt ai ns.

Thebottom inei ssonethinglikethis. Thereis
t he “ abon nabl e snownan” of west ernfantasy, anyth
whi chspeakstoour desiretofindtheori g nsaf hunans,
andpri stinehunanbei ngs. Thi sisnat howt he peop e of
thereg onseetheani nal . They seeanan-|ikeani nal of
nany stori esandtal es. It canconeandgol i keaghost,
itnayflythroughtheair, it wll taketheir goats, and
naybe ayoungyak. Youw || onlyseeit by acci dent not
bytrackingit. It wll abduct youngwonentolivewth
it inacaveandhavehi schil dren. Unhderlyi ngthesefairy
ta esisared aninal, al argespeci esaof brom, bl ackor
yel | onbear . Rrhepsthereareseverd speci es, certainy
anunier of varieties. For understandi ng, thinkof the
vwesternfairytal ewol f, vhosval lowslittl e Red Gap
whol e, andthereal wol vesinthew!|dor inaNational
Park. Messner describesthebearsthus: (p. 156)

.. thisisanextraordi nary ani nal —f ear sone
adpraernatudlyindligent, asfar aspossibl e
fromt he cuddl y i mage peopl e i nt he st
sonet i nes have of bears. These ani nal s are
near| yinpossi b etotrack, adfar dl theirredity
they renai ndeepl y eni gnati c. They avoi dal |
contact wthhunmans and are part!y bi pedal ,
noct urnal ormi vores. Wsual | ythenal es of the

speci es, whoroant ront he group, aresi ght ed.
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The book provi des cl ear phot ogr aphs of t hi s bear.
Nei t her Messner nor theaut hor of thi srevi ewt hi nkt hat
thesefind ngswl | endthefant asyandspecu ationinthe
Vst about prinitive, pre-hunan, abom nabl e snownen,
or ot her hi ddenbesst s.

—\%| f Roder

Vooaoo & erce;
The Road fromFodl 1 shness t o A aud
by Robert L. Park
(NewYor k: Oford Uhi versity Rress, 2000)

Ol ythehi ghest praisew! | beadequatefor this
book. Anust readfor skeptics. Parkwitessinply,
clearlyanddrectly. Ad, just i npassi ng, hecanexp a n
sone of thegreatest or nost difficult nysteries of
sci encei naparagraph. Wat i snore, thishbookisa
pl easuretoread, not tosayit isarea pageturner.

Park does not trytocover theentirerunof
nonsense, but rat her sti ckstoi ssuesi nt hehar dsci ences,
physi cs, chem stry and bi ol ogy. There are no
descriptionsof Alantisor other pseudo-history, no
revisit tocreaionsci encear aher rel i g ous pref erences.
He does conment “t hat nany peopl e choose scientific
bel i ef s t he sane way t hey choose t o be Met hodi st s, or
Denocrat s, or Chi cago Qubs fans. They j udge sci ence
by howvel | it agreeswththewaytheywant theworld
tobe.” (p.viii). Parkinsiststherea worl dworks
accor di ngt oanunioer of physi cal | ans wii chwe might
not |i ke, but vhi chcannot bebrokenor ci rcunvent ed.
I nconsequence, sci entificfindi ngsnaynot betothe
likingof thepudic, of pditicians, of youandne, or of
therelig ousestablishnent. Wi chl eads t opoverf ul
tenptati onstofi ndsoneconvol ut edway of deni al .

Par k exam nes gl obal warmng, alternative
nedi ci ne, spacetravel andstar wars, co dfusion, free
ener gy, thecancer frompover |inesfoal ishness, anda
fewot hers. Hecoverswhat hevas wtnessto, andwhat
we sawi nthe news recent | y. Park does gi ve us hi s
cat egori zat i on of voodoo sci ence, whi ch he says cones
infour varieties. Fathol ogi cal sci enceinwhi ch
scientistsnanagetofool thensel ves, andfor atine
ahers;, jukso ereareargunentscraftedtofod juries
andj udges; diensvisitingearthandnagneti chea ingis
pseuapscr e, thepronatersnay thinkit i s sci ence but
itisnt. Andlythereisourigt fraadser soareto

nakeaprofit or scamthei gnorant.

There areanunioer of | essons tobel ear ned.
The cal df usi ondebacl et eachesuswyit i si nportant
topudishintheprdfessiad literawefirst, inorder to
gi ve ones col | eagues a chance t 0 showup nm st akes
bef oregoi ngtothepubl i cnedi a. 1t i stheprocess of
sci enti fi cdebat eandi nteracti onwi chcanbedy ecti ve
andfindtruth, not theind vidud sci entist.

Par k uses “t he power | i nes nay cause cancer”
ar gurent t o showus why bl i nd and doubl e bl i nd
researchi sanecessity. Thefirst such st udywas not
blind, that i stheresearcher knewwhi ch houses had
cancer cases, and desi gned aw ri ng neasur e whi ch
pernmittedj udgi ngthevictimshonesnorecritical ly
(p. 150). Parkusestheissuetoinstruct usinthe
concept of conf oundi ngvari adl es, whi chi nt he case of
pover|inesarel eg on. Hea soexpl a nst he 95 per cent
confi dencel evel i nafewwords. Thi s shows youwoul d
oet afd sepositivei nabout everytwentytries. If you
examne 30di fferent typesof cancer si nul taneousl yin
one sanpl eandstudy, it istobeexpectedoneor two
woul d showf al se posi ti ves.

Herei s Park’ st hree sent ence expl anat i on of
E nstein stheory. 1 n1887 M chel son and M| ey
neasur ed t he speed of | i ght and conparedit tothe
noti onof theearthinitsorbit (approxi nat e y 67, 000
nph). They foundit i nvari ant whet her t hey neasur ed
inthedirectionof theearth' s novenent or at ri ght
ages, i.e asiftheearthvasstandi ngstill. (P 99
100

)El nst el nproceededt oderi vet henat henat i cal transf orna-
tionof tinethat woul dresul t i nt heneasuredspeeddf | ght
bei ng t he sane no nat t er wher e you ar e or howyou' re
nmovi ng when you make t he measur enent. That
transfornati oni sknomnasthetheoryof rel ativity. Vien
Bnstei nusedthi stransfornati ontocal cul at eenergy, he
got astunni ngresul t: anobj ect has anenergy of E=nt?
evenwenit isstati onary.
S ncec, thespeedof |ight (186thousand ml es per
second), i saveryl argenunier andi s squaredtoboot,
asnal | nass packsal ot of energy. Wi chi deaushered
inthenucl ear ageandi struevhet her velikeit or not.
—\¢l f Roder

- . 1
I'f wenust clone, |et’ sclonefirst sone
/ trul y vani shi ng speci es: an honest
i paitician theworewthaheart of gol d,
% aprof essor wthw sdom
—bi o-ast rol oger Esner al davon I
Lévenzahn-Dent del i on |
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Newark “Holy Stones.” from page 1...

i npressiveearlyearthworksinthecountry. Wil e at
Nevar k, hewas asked nany quest i ons about t he hal y st ones,
becanei nt erestedhi nsel f, anddi scoveredt hat aprof essor at
Ceni son Lhi versity at nearby Ganvi | | ehad deci dedthat the
hal y st ones wer egenui nehi stori cal artifactsand had even
wittenabook onthe subj ect. Aneconom cs prof essor at
(hi o Lhi versity al sohas conetothe concl usi onthat the
stones are genui ne. But Brad had hi s doubt s, and begant o
investigatethenatter.

Hefoundthat thefirst Eiropeansett! ersi n(hi osaw
di ff erences bet weent he cul t ureof t he cont enporary Nt i ve
Arericansinthe

MGCrty. MCGrty, anEpi scopal priest trai nedat near by
Kenyon Gl | ege, was an avi d st udent of Hebrew He found
onthestonefour statenentswitteninnodernHebrew
“The Laws of Jehovah,” The Vérd of the Lord,” “The
Hlyof Hilies,” and“TheKi ngof theEarth.”
Responset ot hedi scovery vas vi gorous andvari ed.
Wittl esey notedt hat t he Hebr ewchar act er s wer e noder n,
not anci ent, andt hat t he st one had beenf ound suspi ci ousl y
cl osetothesurface. Heconcl udedt hat thestonewas not a
fraud, but thet it vesafairlyrecent historicd artifact. A
| ocal Masont hought t he st one | ooked | i ke a Masoni ¢
keyst one, and suggest edt hat Masons had bui I t the

areaandthel ong
abandoned
earthworks. 9 nce
t he el aborate
eart hwor ks seened
far beyondt he ca-
pabilitiesof the
| ocal “savages,”
t hey concl udedt hat
t hey had been bui | t
by “civilized”
peop e, nost 1ikely
the Lost Tri bes of

[For norei nf or nat i on:

Brad ey T. Lepper andJeff GII. “TheNevark Holy S ones.” 77 &/ / ne
(May/ June 2000) pp. 17-25. (Publicationof the ChioH stori cal
Sciety. Illustrated ) i oHstori cal Soci ety web pages:

http: //vwwv ohi oki ds. org/ ohc/ ti nel i ne/ 23000bc. ht nh

http:// v ohi oki ds. org/ ohc/tinel i ne/ hi story. htnh

http://wwoh chistory. org resourcel cd | ect/cura or/ arch. htnh
Vb pagefor theCnter for theSudy of theH rst Aneri cans:

htt p: //vwwv peak. or g/ csfa i ndex. ht nh
Véb page f or Searchi ngfor the Geat Hpewel | Road:

http: // v ohi g uncti on. net/ hopeve |

eart hwor ks.
\ Harper’s Viekl y
decl aredt hestone
afraud
Sonesaidit cer-
tai nlyvas renark-
ab ethat thispar-
ticd a findshou d
be made on t he
very day that the
out st andi ngexpert
onQhioantiqui -
tieswasinNew
ark, and accused

I'srael. Thisidea
was not ner e uneducat ed specul at i on, but was accept ed by
nai nst r eamacadeni cs of t he day.

Davi d Wri ck, who | i ved i n Newar k, was anong
thosewhot hought that theLost Tri bes of Israel nust have
bu It thel ocal earthworks. Wrickfocusedd | hi's antiquerian
interestsontheearthworks. Infact heanda@ nci nnat i
physi ci an, Joseph S Uhzi cker, i n 1860 conpl etedahi ghly
detai | ed, hi ghl y accurat e nap of t he Nevar k Eart hwor ks, a
napsowel | executedthat it renai ns usef ul today.

Duri ng t he sumer of 1860, whi | e di ggi ng f or
evi dencet hat woul d provi deafactual basisfor hisbelief
about thebui | ders of theearthworks, hefoundabrowni sh,
wedge shaped, pol i shed st one engr avedw t hwhat appear ed
tobeHbrewl etters. Nofi ndcoul d have pl eased hi nnor e.
Hedashedof f tote | hisfriedlsrad DIl e aNvarkresi dent
al sointerestedinhi story, about hi sspectacu ar find. Asit
happened, andt her e ar e sone who bel i evethat thi swas no
coi nci dence, onthevery day of Wri ck’ sdi scovery, Dlle
had a house guest, Charl es Wttl esey, awel | -known
@ evel and ar chedl ogi st whowas arecogni zedexpert i nQhi o
preistay.

Wrick, Wttlesey, andDIlewereall surethe
nyst eri ous nar ki ngs ont he st one wer e Hebrew but none
thercoul dtransl atethem Sothey sought thehel pof theonly
per son i n Newar k who coul d read Hebr ewy John Wnspear e

j Wri ck of pl ant -
ingthestonehinsel f. Wrickcontinuedtodig, andin
Novenber of the sane year foundinone of the snal | er
nounds knownt o have beenburiedoriginal |y under forty
feet of stone, awoden sarcophagus. Hereburiedit and
returnedw t hw t nesses, and w t ht hemdug out t he
sar cophagus agai n, andunder it foundasnal | st one box.
I nsi det he box was anot her st one narkedi nHebreww tht he
figureof ananwearing! ongrobes.

The Hebr ewnar ki ngs wer e once agai n pronpt | y
transl ated by the Rev. MCGarty, whosai dthey werethe
Decal ogue, fromthe Torah, witteninanci ent Hebrew In
addi ti onthefigurevas| abel ed“Mses.” St he st one net
all of Wttlesey' scriticisns: it waswitteninanci ent
Hebrew it vasdefinitel ynot Misonicinorigin andit vas
foundinanareathat until veryrecent!y had beendeepl y
buried

Nevert hel ess, careful exaninationprovedthe
Keystone, asit canetobeknown, afraud. The“ancient”
Hebrewcontai nedanerror likelytobenadeonl yif witer
had t ransl at ed t he Decal ogue f r omnoder n Hebrew The
nar k of anechani cal gri ndi ngwheel was di scoveredont he
stone. Local peopl everecertai nWrickhadnot pl antedthe
stones. Wittl esl eyeventud | ystat edt hat het hought Wi ck
vasthecul prit. Wrickhi nsel f bel i eved he had beent he
victinof aplant. Brad sconcl usi on, andthat of hisfell ow
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researcher, Jeff GlI, wasthat Wrickwas anunlikely
suspect, and i nany case woul d have needed hel pw th
Hebrewt o have pul | ed of f t he f raud.

Neverthel essit was oddt hat astoneengravedw th
t he Ten Gonmandnent s and Mbses had been f ound j ust days
bef ore t he el ecti on of AbrahamLi ncol n. Gont enpor ary
newspaper s, Whi chwer e consi der abl y nore parti sant han
thoseof today, wered videdontheissue. Al theDenacratic
paper s sai dthe stones werefrauds, andal | the Republ i can
newspaper s supportedthei r aut henti city as genui ne
arched og cal treasures. ntheeveof theGvil Ve, popu ar
opi ni onvas deepl y di vi dedover abd i ti onandsl avery. A the
sanetine, theforenost scientificquestioninarched ogyvas
t he quest i onof et hni ¢ groups and howt o under st and et hni ¢
di ff erences. Sone schol ars bel i eved i n nonogenesi s, a
theorythat theentirehunanrace canefrom he sane sour ce,
Adamand Bre. Q hers bel i evedi npol ygenesi s, thenation
thet therewereseparatecreati ons. Thisl atter theoryvas used
tojustifyblackslaverybyclainngthat B ackswerethe
resut of aseparatecreati on, andtheref oreaspeci esd fferent
fromwhi tes. The same theory was usedtojustify
extermnating nati ve Aneri can groups.

The Hly Sones, i f genui ne, woul dt endt o support
t he nonogenesi s t heory, suggesti ng t hat t he Newar k
Eart hvor ks had beenbui It by andthustheunity of al | hunan
bei ngsinonerace. They woul dal so support dri vi ng out
Nt i ve Anari cans, by showngthat thefirst i nhabitantsaof the
NewVdr | d had been r ef ugees fromt he Q d Vér| d.

Jeff @11, hinsel f anenber of thecl ergy, wasthe
one who first suspect ed John
Wnspeare MCarty. MCarty was
fluent i n Hebrew, awel | - known
student of thel anguage. MGartywas
a soknomt ohavestrongabd i ti oni st
| eani ngs. He had been obser ved
escorti ngtheonl y B ack st udent at
Kenyontothefront of thechurchto
gi ve hi mGomuni onfirst. Hewas
knownto be not entirel y conven-
tiona , g ventooccasi ond i nt enper -
aeoutburstsofirritabilityandbad
tenper. Hevas al soqui teanti ti ous,
whi ch nay account for hi s bypassi ng
thel ocal Newark paper and sendi ng
histrangl ati onsdof thenarki ngsonthe
stonestoa@ nci nnati newspaper,
wher e hi s boss B shop Ml | vai ne
woul d be suretoseet hem

Ml | vai ne had expressedt he bel i ef
that ancient Bblica tribesverethefirst settlersof North
Amrica, andthat relicssupportingthistheoryweresureto
befound. Heal sobel i evedthat al | hunan bei ngs wer e one

7

speci es, andthat sl averyvast hereforewong, andat hreat
tothechurch. Tohi mt he st oneswoul dconfi rmhi sbel i ef s,
undernini ngtheal | eged y sci entificcla ngof pd ygenesi s.
Brad and hi s col | eague concl uded t hat t he Hol y
S ones vereafraud per pe-
tratedinorder tounder-
mnetheinte lectud argu
nent s supporti ngsl avery.
Thestoneswerepl antedin
Nevar k because at thetine
t he Newar k Eart hwor ks
verethefocus of agreat
deal of popul ar and aca-
demcinterest. Theyfur-
t her concl uded f romevi -
dence nent i oned her e and
other i nfornati on, that
MCarty may wel | have
been t he per petrat or who
threwthestonesintothe
stewof intel | ectual and
pditica fernent surround
i ng i deas of race and
sl averyinni net eent hcen
tury Aneri ca. Wiet her MCarty was concerned w th
pronoti ngabal i ti onor hi sowncareer i sanopenquesti on.
Wiet her t he st ones i nfl uenced t he cour se of
archeol ogy and pol i ti csi s better understood. Thei r
appear ance at t hecenter of controver sy was short ened by
theadvent of theGvil Vér af ewnont hs af t er t he st ones
wer e found, and by t he appear ance of Darwn' s @/ gi norf
Seci es. S avery canetoahbl oody and prot ract edend, and
nudged by DCarw n, nonogenesi s and pol ygenesi s qui ety
d sappearedi ntot hedustbi nof hi story.
-- Reportedby M rgi ni aJer gens.

ARIERT Worug [
NEWARI,

Licking County O 5

Ticgwr.
I Wiariek 1980,
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Lhi ver si ty of NewHanpshi re prof essor s
have been wor ki ngw t hout acontract for
a nost twoyears, |ockedinabattl ewththetrustees
over sal aries. Thefacul ty seeksannual rai sesof five
percent over thenext fiveyears. Theadnini strati onhas
of f ered 22 per cent over fiveyears. -- TheRrts-
nout h Her al d(23 My 2000)

Just howfar arethetwocontracti ngparti es
apart?That i s, hownoaichwoul dt he prof essor s pr oposal
earnafter fiveyears, and/ or wiat annual percentagei s
theadmni strati onofferi ng?

Sl uiontol ast i ssue’ spuzzl e averageentryfee, or
averagecost pervisitor?

Actud lythestudentsget neither figure Forthe
averagecost of aticket theyneedtoaveragetheentry
fees, vhi chwoul dbeasfol | ows:

Pool A/ 100/20=$5
Pool B, 100/25=%4
Pool C 100/10=$10
Pool D, 100/20=%$5
Pool E 100/40=%2.50
Pool F, 100/50=$2

Tot al

Dvidedby6pod s, theaverageentryfeeis$4.75. This
isd sotheaverageentryfeecd | ectedper visitar if eech
poal draws t he sane nunber of cust oners, anunl i kely
emat.

The aver age cost per vi sitor depends on how
nany personsvi sit eachpool , afi gurewedon't have.
Forinstance, if al attendonly pod F, theneachpays
only$2 Thefigurethestudentsestinatedisthe
averageentryfeeper visitor ontheassunpti ont hat each
pool col | ect st he sane anount of noney, anot her
ul i ke yevert.

[T T T T T ]
[ L

Sai dacarel ess nagi ci anof Vdl es,

Hethenstruckal i ght

i “Anodor of gasolineprevails,”
Adl ater that ni gt

[T
[T 11

Viis cdl | ectedi nseventeenpai | s.

]

|

I e
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QletotheButterfly Mnd
by Edw n F. Kagi n

TheParlianent of Bitterflies
Vs r acked by deep di vi si on
Quest i ons of what toteacht he young
Cenanded t hei r deci si on.

I't had been known and t aught and t hought

Sncebutterflylifebegan
That butterfliesing oryrose
Fomheir creator’ smghty hand

Nowsone f ewwho t hi s t rut h nocked
Hdattackedfaith sverypillars

Al buterflies,” thesesd entistsd ai ned,

“CGrnefroncaterpillars.”

Thi si ndecent t heory spread
Intobuterflyeducati on,
Util ths“caerpillar cut”
Threatenedcreati on sreve a i on.

Thefaithfu sought torestarethetruth
Aoout thearig nsof butterflies;
Andtobui | danabsol utenoral base,
Tostopthenet anorphiclies.

“Bel i eve you descended f r omsone wor m
Andwornhi keyouw | | be!”
Reasonedt hosewho' dseenfaith' slight
And knewt her evas not hi ngl ef t tosee.

7 “Véseenoproof,” sonebut terfliessaid

“That we are al | cone f r omcocoons—
Lhbel i eversvhowoul dteachthistal e
Aedl inmoral | oons.”

Sone sai dt he net anor phous | i e

" Vdslaid by“theeneny,” they bel i eved,

St |ikecand ef| anes andw ndshi el ds,
Todestroy al | whower e decei ved.

Thenatter vas at | ast resol ved—

Bot ht heori es nust betaught —howf i ne!
Nowal | yout hcansi npl y deci dethetruth,
Eachintheir ownsi npl ebutterfly naind.

e N g T
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Mother’s Dinosaur from page 1...

di nosar nyths. Inspited all thechi | dren’ sbooks, navi es,
fiction, nonfiction, and anusenent parks feat uri ng
di nosaurs, nuchof thei nfornati onavail abl ef rompopul ar
sourcesisinaccurate, stereotypical andoftenjust plain
W ong.

Thesci enti fi cstudy of di nosaurs beganl essthan200
year s ago. Went he nane di nosaur, whi chneans “terribl e
l'izard, “ was coi nedi n 1802 no conpl et e skel et ons had been
found. O scovereddi nosaur teethl ookedal ot |ikelizard
teeth, leadi ngnaturaliststobe i evethat they hadfoundthe
renai ns of giant, extinct lizards. Thefirst full sized
reconstructions, built for anexhibitioninBitaninthe
1850 s bef or e a conpl et e skel et on had been f ound, | ooked
likehuge, sprawinglizards.

The first conpl et e skel et onwas di scoveredin
Haddonfi el d, NewJersey, and nowr esi des at t he
Phi | adel phi a Acadeny of Sti ence. Thi s vas t he begi hni ng of
agreat di nosaur rush sparked by expl orationsinthe
AnericanVeést. Therewas fierceconpetitiontofindand
nane newspeci es. Asthebignatural history nuseuns|ike
the R & dMiseur nChi cagopandthe St hsoni anlnstitutein
Véshi ngt on began t o acqui re and di spl ay t hese f ossi |
skel et ons, t he huge and cont i nui ng popul arity of the
di nosaur s t ook of f and has never si rmer ed down. Lat er
di nosaur expedi ti ons spread around t he wor | d. Today
di nosaur renai ns have beenfoundonal | the conti nents,
i ncl udi ngthe Arcti ¢, providingevi denceof thei r extensi ve
di spersal over michof Pangaea, theori g nal negaconti nent
fromahi chal | of today' s conti nents forned.

The 1920" s and 1930’ s br ought expeditionstothe
Gobi Desert | ed by Roy Chaprran Andr ews | ooki ng f or
hunan skel et ons t o support thenoti on, promil gated by t he
head of t he Aneri can Miseumat thetine, that hunan bei ngs
ori gi natedinAsi a. Nb hunan bones wer e di scover ed, but
di nosaurs andt hei r eggs werefound, further fuelingthe
d nosaur’ spopu arity.

Qur speaker hingel f vasinspiredasachildtowite
t o Andrews, who sent hi mpost cards, part of atradition
anong di nosaur resear chers, whow | | often
: ansver nai | fromchil dren, evenif ot her
nai | goesned ected. Afdlingout wththe
Ghi neseover d nosaur eggsi |l egd 1y put
up for saleandtherise of the
Qormuni sts i n Chi na put
anendto Areri can
. explorationsthere
until the1990 s,
/ when t he Aneri can Miseumvwent back

tothe@hi .
~ I nthe 1960’ s newnet hods of
interpreti ngd nosaur fossil s provi ded

anot her bur st of expl orati on and resear ch. The new
resear chfocused ontryingtodet erninewhat di nosaurs
| ooked | i ke and howt hey |'i ved. Thi s resear ch conti nues
today, appl yi ng, for exanpl e, nol ecul ar resear chand new
techni ques | i ke CAT scans. Newst udi es showt hat

d nosaursarenat lizards, asthe r nanesuggests. Theyare
anot her ki ndof reptil eswhose skul | s havetwo openi ngsin
addi ti ontoeye and nose openi ngs, unlikereptiles. In
addi tion, dnosaurslegsarencat attachedtothei r bod esas
lizards’ |l egsare. My of thed dexhi bitsof di nosaurs show
di nosaurs squat ti ng, supportedbythetriang efornedby
twlegsandatail . Newresearchshowst hat di nosaurs hi ps
wer e nade so t hat t hey coul d stand upri ght, and new
exhi bi tsshowt hemw thtai | extendedbehi ndtobal anceas
theyraceforwardonfour | egs, their rear | egs ext endi ng
strai ght downfrontheir hi ps. Thiskindof bal | and socket
hi pi s uni quetod nosaurs. Theregoesthedi nosaurs are
gatlizardsmyth

Thenotionthat sone di nosaurs, the saur opods,
weretooheavy towal konland has al sofal I ento new
anal ysi s of theevi dence. @dpai nti ngs of saur opods show
t hemwadi ngi ndeepwat er, eatingpond veget ation. New
pai nti ngs suggest that thesawropodsverelivel yandag | eon
dryland, abl etorear upandfeedonhi ghtreebranches.

The di scovery of fossilizednests and broodi ng
d nosaurs suggest sthat adul tscaredfor their young. Thi s
has expl odedthed dnotionthat di nosaurs|ai dtheir eggs
andforgot about them ntypi cal reptiliannanner. Aot her
nyththat has beendi scardedi sthei deathat a | di nosaurs
are col d bl ooded. At | east sone of t hemwer e probabl y
var mbl ooded. Qhersweresol argethat their body nass
cou dnai ntainthei r tenperature.

Shal | d nosaurs probabl yevd vedintobirds. Inthe
Jurassi cperiod, snal | di nosaurs devel oped scal es vhi ch
becane body i nsul ati on and event ual | y devel opedi nt o
feathers. Thisisnot tosaythat birdsarelittl efeathered
d nosaurs: theyareanew uni queproduct of eva ution. The
nyththat di nosaursareafail edspeci esevaporatesinthe
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faceof evi dence suggestingthat thei r descendants are
chow ng down on sunf | ower seeds at backyardbird
feeders. I nadditiontoproduci ngdescendant s wel |
adapt edt o newci r cunst ances, t he di nosaur s donhnat ed
theEBarthfor 160l lionyears, aperiodof tinea
fl edgl i ng speci es | i ke Hono sapi ens can scar cel y
citidzeasfaled

The demi se of t he di nosaur s appear st o have
occur red because of | ongtermfactors|ike gradual
cl i nat e change andt he sudden cat ast r ophi ci npact of an
asterodwththeEarthoff thecoast of Yucat an. Recent
resear ch has f ocused on exact | y howsuch an i npact
cou dcauseextinction. --ReportedbyM rg ni aJergers.

For nore i nf or nat i on on Davi d Meyer’ s resear ch:
vy uc. edw/ geol ogy/ f acul ty/ neyer . ht nh

Local fossils: B gBoneLi ck, anorthernKent ucky
statepark, i ncl udesnod nosaurs. Fossil s
of recent, i ce age nammal s have been
foundt here. Even Thonas Jeffersonhad Z
bones fromB gBone Li ckinhi s nat ural
historycd | ection. Local faossilsaround
Grameti indud ngtrilddtesared late
Qdovi cianage, 460t0440mllionyear ago, i.e.
nuch ol der t hant he di nosaur s.

Dr. Seuss Expl ai ns Wiy conput er s Sonet i nes Qrash
(Mist bereadout | oud)

I f apacket hitsapocket onasocket onaport,
andthebusisinterruptedasaveryl ast resort,
andt he access of t he nenory nakes your f1 oppy di sk abort,
thent he socket packet pocket hasanerror toreport.

I f your cursor findsanenuitenfol | oned by adash,
andt he doubl e-cl i cki ngi conput s your w ndowi nt hetrash,
andyour dat aare corrupted causet hei ndex doesn't hash,
thenyour situation' s hopel ess andyour syst ems gonnacr ash!

If thel abel onthecabl eonthetabl eat your house
saysthenetworkis connectedtothebuttononyour nouse,
but t he packet wantstotunnel toanat her protocd ,
that’ srepeated yre ectedbytheprinter downthehal |,

andyour screenisall distortedbythesi deeffect of gauss,
soyour i cons i nthew ndowar e as wavy as a Souse;
thenyou nay as wel | reboot and go out w t habang,
‘cuzsureas|’ mapoet, thesucker’s gonnahang!

Went he copy of your fl oppy’ sgettingsl oppyinthedi sk,
andthenacrocodei hstructi ons cause unnecessary ri sk,
thenyou' I | havetoflasht he nenory
and you' Il want to RAMyour ROM
Qui ckl yturnof f theconputer andbesuretotel | your Mnh

(W1, that certain yclearsthingsupfor ne.)
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The Association for Rational Thought is an independent, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization. We share the
ideas and philosophies of CSICOP, the Skeptics Society, and JREF.

CSICOP : the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal publishes the Skeptical Inquirer, a
journal of investigations of paranormal claims. PO. Box 703, Amherst, NY 14226-0703, phone: 800-634-1610, fax: 716-
636-1733, www.scicop.org

The Skeptics Society, publishes The Skeptic Magazine. PO Box 338, Altadena, CA 91001; phone: 626-794-3119; fax
626-794-1300; skepticmag@aol.com and www.skeptic.com,.

JREF: the James Randi Educational Foundation publishes the Swift Newdletter. 201 SE Davie Blvd. Fort Lauderdale,

FL 33316-1815. phone: (954) 467-1112, fax: (954)467-1660, www.randi.org

A.R.T. meets on the second Saturday of each month September through June, 10:00 AM and publishes Cincinnati Skeptic
each month. A.R.T. meetings are open to the public. A.R.T. aso maintains a database of information on paranormal
claims for local new media to consult and investigates local paranormal claims. A.R.T. was founded by Cincinnati area
skeptics in 1991. Annual dues are $15.00 and include a subscription to the Cincinnati Skeptic.

For more information call: President Roy Auerbach (513)731-2774 or Lance Moody (513) 336-9835 or visit our website.
AddressChangesand Corrections, Member ship Questions. Nurit Bowman (513) 731-0642 E-mail: nuritb@netscape.net

Mailing Label Information: “00/00/00 Member”: You are a member in good standing; your membership will expire on
the date on the label. “Lapsed’: (highlighted) - your membership has expired. Please send your dues as soon as possible.

Yes! — | want to support the important work of The Association for Rational Thought and receive Cincinnati Skeptic
and meeting notices. | have enclosed funds for:
ONew Member ORenewing Member OContribution  OGift membership for/by:
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone Work:  Home: E-mail:

We have kept dues low and will continue to do so in spite of rising costs. However, if you are able to, your additional
contributions are very much appreciated. Please give generoudly, it possible. Thank you very much!

I would like to make a contribution in addition to my duesto further the important work of the Association:

Contribution Amount: $ Dues: $ Total Enclosed:

Make your check payable to the Association for Rational Thought and mail to A.R.T., PO. Box 12896, Cincinnati OH
45212. Contributions are not at present tax deductible, but we are working on it.

CIRequest subjects for future meetings
CPlease do not include my name and address in mailing lists exchanged with other groups.

Skepticism and ART on the Electronic Media
- P
[ ]

o For the latest in skeptical news via e-mail, join SANE, the Skeptical Area Network

E ‘-'E Effort. You will find cheerful, rationa messages from CSICOP, James “The Amazing”

i -’, Randi, your fellow local skeptics and ART in your e-mail box every week. Thisis our
means of staying in touch between issues of the Cincinnati Skeptic.

Be sure to check out our skeptical website at  http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org --- It contains: our
BLURBS on various subjects; lots of nifty links to skeptical thinking around the world; the information for
joining SANE; the basic definition of who we are, what we do, and our bylaws. In addition, you'll find such
thingsashow to get to our meetings; other ways to reach us; and how to send sample copies of the newsl etter

to potential members. —David Wall, Web Site Manager
Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
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Preview Of Coming Attractions....

Sixth Meeting of the 2000-2001 Season! Date and Day: Sat. Feb. 10 2001
) Topi ¢: Free(& Fun)for All

Speaker: Presi dent Roy Auer bach, PhDw | | noder at e.

., Here's an opportunity for any member to make a5 - 10 minute presentation on atopic of
J (likely) interest to other skeptics, followed by some discussion. These programsare LOTS
@/ of fun and often lead to ideas for in-depth inquiry the following year. While not required,
an e-mail to Roy (raa@cinci.rr.com) indicating your topic & amount of time you expect to
use will help organize the morning.

[ F1]
N
Wy

Seventh Meeting of the 2000-2001 Season! Date and Day: Sat. Mar 10, 2001

Topi c: TheDrakeEquation: Piecing Together theETI [extraterrestrial intelligence] Puzzle
Speaker: Terry Endres, ART Investigations Officer Cincinnati State Technical & Community College
Terry’s developing an activity wherein the audience will break into small groups to play with the Drake
equation, addressing the evolution of solar systems and life forms.
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Place: Bonham Branch Library; 500 Springfield Pike, Wyoming at NE corner of “the pike” & Wyoming Ave. Parking is
limited at library & for nearby businesses, so if at all possible, park on Wyoming Ave. (toward Sturkey’s). Coffee &
doughnuts can be had nearby.
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:15PM - 2:00 PM -- lunch at Sturkeys
Sturkey’s Restaurant; 400 Wyoming Ave.;to preview the menu, or get agood map: http://www.sturkeys.com
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!..See you there!
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